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BE THE VOICE:
Know Before You Go!

A Voter Education Guide from the

Pi Alpha Omega AKA Connection Committee

As a part of the Be the Voice: Voter Education Initiative 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated ©, our local 
chapter, Pi Alpha Omega, under the leadership of chapter 
President Francine O. Greer, is working to educate, inform 
and mobilize our members and our community about the 
upcoming May 22nd Primary Elections in Georgia. We 
want to make VOTING easy, convenient and informative. 
An educated voter is key to affecting change.

The Pi Alpha Omega chapter initiative is led by the AKA Connection 
Committee and is entitled “Know Before You Go.” This newsletter has 
been designed to educate voters in four areas:
1. Key Election Dates
2. Early voting information
3. Elected Offices
4. Ballot information – A General 
overview of what we will 
be voting on in the election.

We hope that by creating this Voter Education Guide, you will learn 
more about the upcoming primary election, understand what elected 
offices you will be voting on and become inspired to vote early because 
of the knowledge shared in this newsletter. We encourage you to share 
this Voter Education Guide with your family, friends, neighbors and co-
workers to help educate all Georgians and especially metro Atlantans 
about the upcoming election.

The easiest way to affect change is at the voting booth. The best way to 
affect change is to understand the power you have as a voter and educate 
yourself before you enter that booth. We encourage you to read through 
this Voter Education Guide and “Know Before You Go.”

In Service to ALL Mankind,
Michelle Arrington, Co-Chairman
Josephine Reed-Taylor, Co-Chairman
AKA Connection Committee

“If you want more justice in the justice system, then we’ve all got to vote — not just for a president, but for mayors and sheriffs and state’s 
attorneys and state legislators.”
~ President Barack Obama
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2018 
Upcoming Election Dates

Elections Voter Registration Deadline Election Date

General Primary, Nonpartisan General Election 
and Special Election Date

General Primary, Nonpartisan General
Election and Special Election Runoff Date

General Primary Runoff Date for Federal Races

General Election/Special Election Date

General Election/Special Election Runoff Date

General Election Runoff Date for Federal Races

April 24, 2018 

April 24, 2018 

June 25, 2018

October 9, 2018 

October 9, 2018 

December 10, 2018

May 22, 2018

July 24, 2018

July 24, 2018

November 6, 2018

December 4, 2018

January 8, 2019

Source: http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/2018_elections_and_voter_registration_calendar

Early Voting Info:
Dates for primary election: 4/30/18 - 5/18/18
For early voting locations in Fulton County, go to:
http://www.fultoncountyga.gov/registration-elections-cd/7448-early-voting
For early voting locations in other Counties, go to 
http://elections.sos.ga.gov/Elections/advancedVotingInfoResult.do

“Don’t Boo, Vote.” – Barack Obama2

Source: http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/elections/2018_elections_and_voter_registration_calendar
http://www.fultoncountyga.gov/registration-elections-cd/7448-early-voting
http://elections.sos.ga.gov/Elections/advancedVotingInfoResult.do


Offices To Be Elected In 2018
Statewide Election Offices

Everyone in the State of Georgia will be voting statewide on the following elected offices:
U. S. Representative

Governor
Lt. Governor

Secretary of State
Attorney General

Commissioner of Agriculture
Commissioner of Insurance

State School Superintendent
Commissioner of Labor

Public Service Commissioner–District 3 and District 5
State Senators – All seats are up for election

State Representatives – All Seats are up for election
Justices of the Georgia Supreme Court

Judges of the Court of Appeals
Judges of the Superior Court – (various counties include 

Fulton, Clayton, Cobb, Gwinnett, Rockdale, Stone Mountain)

If you live in Fulton County, you will also be voting on: 

Chairperson, Board of Commissioners

County Commissioners, Districts 1, 3 and 5

Fulton County Board of Education – District 2, 5, 6 and 7

Superior Court Judges

State Court Judges

Chief Magistrate Judge

“The vote is the most powerful non-violent tool we have.” - John Lewis 3



OFFICES TO BE ELECTED IN 2018

(Note: this list only includes county-level offices - Metro 

Atlanta counties)

DeKalb County:

County Commissioner – Districts 2, 3 and 7

Board of Education – Districts 2, 4 and 6

Judge, State Court

Judge, Superior Court – Stone Mountain

Cobb County:

Solicitor General

County Commissioner – Districts 1 and 3

Board of Education – Posts 2, 4 and 6

Judge, State Court, Division II – Post 1, 3 and 4

Judge, State Court, Post 5

Judge, Superior Court

Clayton County:

County Commissioner - Districts 1 and 4

School Board – Districts 1, 4, 8 and 9

Judge, State Court

Judge, Superior Court

City of Decatur:

City of Decatur: County Commissioner, 1, 4 and 6

Board of Education: Districts 2, 4 and 6

Solicitor General

Douglas County:

County Commissioners: 

Districts 1, 3 and 4

School Board, Districts: 2, 3 and 4

Solicitor

Judge, Superior Court

Fayette County:

County Commissioner – Districts 3 and 4

Board of Education – District 2 and 4

Judge, State Court

Henry County:

County Commissioner – Districts 3, 4 and 5

Board of Education – Districts 4 and 5

Judge, State Court - Seats 1 and 2

Solicitor General

Chief Magistrate

Gwinnett County:

County Commissioner – Districts 2 and 4

School Board – Districts 2 and 4

Judge, State Court

Solicitor General

Judge, Superior Court

Rockdale County:

County Commissioner – Post 2

Board of Education – Post 1A and Post 2A

Judge, Superior Court
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Still need more information?

Helpful Links and Tools:

Visit the “My Voter” page (MVP) on the 

Secretary of State’s website: 

https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do

Use the My Voter Page (MVP) to check your:

• Voter registration status

• Mail-In application and ballot status

• Poll location

• Early voting locations

• Elected Officials

• Registration information on file with the county office

• Sample ballot for the upcoming election 

For a List of All Qualified Candidates – http://elections.sos.ga.gov/GAElection/CandidateDetails

For a Sample Ballot (Fulton County only):

http://www.fultoncountyga.gov/registration-elections-cd/7887-sample-ballots

Note: Any voter may apply for a vote-by-mail ballot instead of voting in person. Contact your local county 

registration office.

“I have come to see more and more that one of the most decisive steps that the African American [sic] can take is that little walk to the voting booth. 
That is an important step. We’ve got to gain the ballot, and through that gain, political power.”   – MLK, Jr. 5

https://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp.do
http://elections.sos.ga.gov/GAElection/CandidateDetails
http://www.fultoncountyga.gov/registration-elections-cd/7887-sample-ballots 


Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®

Pi Alpha Omega Chapter
AKA Connection Committee

Michelle Arrington, Co-Chairman

Josephine Reed-Taylor, Co-Chairman

Francine O. Greer, Ex-Officio

Nicole M. Adams
Marilyn Arrington
Natalie Atkinson
Chermaine Axam
Lula Ballton
Deirdre Barrett
Caren Cloud
Imari Daniels
Jemea Dorsey
Leah El-Amin
Josephine Frazier
Kendra Fussell
Jewel Harper
Anita Harris
LaDella Holmes
Cathy Hope
Joi Hunter
Candis Jones
Natalie Miles Reed

Saunsarae Montanez
Carol Osborne
Desiree Pedescleaux
Chantelle Pickett
Kamilla Ramcharran
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Ardon Smalls
Erika D. Smith
Pamela Ligon Smith
Susan Stegall
Cynthia Taylor
Lauren Taylor
Sheila Tenney
Natalie Towns
M. Evelyn Turner
Mary Sue Wheeler
Denise Whiting-Pack
Thelma Wyatt Cummings-Moore

“Voting is how we participate in a civic society - be it for president, be it for a municipal election. It’s the way we teach our children - in school 
elections - how to be citizens, and the importance of their voice.”– Loretta Lynch

AKA is an international service 
organization that was founded on 
the campus of Howard University 
in Washington, D.C. in 1908. It is 
the oldest Greek letter organization 
established by African-American 
college-educated women. The 
sorority serves all mankind 
through a nucleus of over 300,000 
members in over 1,020 graduate and 
undergraduate chapters worldwide. 
For information, please go to www.
aka1908.com. 

The Pi Alpha Omega chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® 

was established in 1985 and has 
implemented programs of service 
impacting countless lives in the city 
of Atlanta. The AKA Connection 
Committee identifies and studies 
national and international issues 
which impact the quality of life 
and mobilizes our members and 
communities for action. For more 
information, please go to http://
www.pialphaomega.com/.

Editors: Nicole M. Adams, Joi 
Hunter, Corliss H. White
Contributors: Michelle Arrington, 
Jamea Dorsey
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Glossary Of Positions And Duties

What do they do?

U. S. Representative – Georgia is represented in the United States House of Representatives by 

14 elected congressmen. The United States House of Representatives is the lower chamber of the 

United States Congress. The House has certain exclusive powers which include: the power to 

initiate all bills related to revenue, the impeachment of federal officers, and the power to choose the 

President if no candidate for president receives a majority of electoral college votes for president.

Governor - The elected executive head of a state of the U.S. The governor has a duty to enforce 

state laws, the power to either veto or approve bills passed by the Georgia Legislature, and the 

power to convene the legislature. Also, in Georgia, the governor makes a judicial appointment 

after candidates are recommended by a judicial nominating commission. After the governor 

initially appoints a judge, the appointee must compete in the next general election held more than 

six months after appointment.

Lt. Governor - The Lieutenant Governor’s primary job is to serve as President of Georgia’s Senate. 

In the case of incapacity of the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor assumes the powers (but not 

the title) of the Governor.

Secretary of State - The Secretary of State is responsible for the administration of secure, accessible, 

and fair elections; registration of corporations; regulation of charities and securities; and oversight 

of professional license holders.

Attorney General - As the attorney and legal advisor for the Executive Branch, the Office of the 

Attorney General’s duties include: Providing opinions on legal questions concerning the State of 

Georgia or its agencies; Representing the State of Georgia in all cases appearing before the Supreme 

Court of the United States; Prosecuting public corruption cases where criminal charges are filed 

against any person or business for illegal activity when dealing with the State of Georgia; Preparing 

and reviewing contracts and agreements regarding matters on behalf of the State of Georgia.

Commissioner of Agriculture - In the United States, the agriculture commissioner refers to the 

head of a state’s agriculture department, division, or agency. It is a state-level position within 

the executive branch of all 50 states. The Georgia Department of Agriculture is responsible for 

regulating and promoting Georgia’s agriculture industry.

Commissioner of Insurance - The Office of Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner licenses and 

regulates insurance companies; ensures that insurance rates, rules, and forms comply with state 

law; investigates suspicions of insurance fraud; and conducts inspections of buildings and houses 

to prevent fire outbreak. 
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State School Superintendent - The Georgia Superintendent of Schools is a state executive 

position in the Georgia state government. The superintendent is the administrative head of the 

Georgia of Department of Education, which oversees the state’s K-12 public education system. 

The superintendent is charged with instituting the policies of the state Board of Education and 

managing operations for the school system; the position  is popularly elected to four-year terms 

during federal midterm election years.

Commissioner of Labor - The commissioner is the administrative head of the Georgia Department 

of Labor, which implements the state’s labor regulations, operates its unemployment insurance 

and workforce development programs and produces research and statistics regarding the state’s 

labor market.

Public Service Commissioners - The Georgia Public Service Commission is a public utilities 

commission, a quasi-judicial tribunal, which regulates telecommunications, transportation, 

electric and natural gas services in the state of Georgia. Commissioners are elected in partisan 

elections statewide, though they must reside in a district.

State Senators - The Georgia State Senate is the upper chamber of the Georgia General Assembly. 

Alongside the Georgia House of Representatives, it forms the legislative branch of the Georgia 

state government and works alongside the governor of Georgia to create laws and establish a state 

budget. Legislative authority and responsibilities of the Georgia State Senate include passing bills 

on public policy matters, setting levels for state spending, raising and lowering taxes, and voting 

to uphold or override gubernatorial vetoes.

State Representatives - The Georgia House of Representatives is the lower chamber of the 

Georgia General Assembly. Alongside the Georgia State Senate, it forms the legislative branch 

of the Georgia state government and works alongside the governor of Georgia to create laws 

and establish a state budget. Legislative authority and responsibilities of the Georgia House of 

Representatives include passing bills on public policy matters, setting levels for state spending, 

raising and lowering taxes, and voting to uphold or override gubernatorial vetoes.

Georgia Supreme Court Justices - The Georgia Supreme Court exclusive appellate jurisdiction 

over constitutional cases and election contest cases. The court also has general appellate 

jurisdiction over land title, will and equity cases, divorce and alimony cases, certified cases, death 

penalty cases, and writs of habeas corpus or certiorari. The court may also exercise jurisdiction 

over Georgia Court of Appeals cases found to be of great public importance.
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Sources:
Georgia Secretary of State website, Georgia.gov, Ballotpedia, AJC, County Election websites, Georgia Superior Courts, Council of 
Municipal Court Judges, ACCG How Stuff Works Works, National School Boards Association

Georgia Appellate Court Judges - The Georgia Court of Appeals is the intermediate appellate 

court in Georgia. It has fifteen judges who serve in five divisions. The Court of Appeals has 

statewide appellate jurisdiction of all cases except those involving constitutional questions, 

murder, and habeas corpus cases where original appellate jurisdiction lies with the Supreme 

Court. The Court of Appeals may certify legal questions  to the Supreme Court.

Superior Court Judges - The Superior Courts of Georgia is a court of general jurisdiction 

handling both civil and criminal law actions. Superior Court Judges preside over cases 

involving misdemeanors, contract disputes, premises liability, and various other actions. In 

addition, the Superior Court has exclusive equity jurisdiction over all cases of divorce, title to 

land, and felonies involving jury trials, including death penalty cases.

State Court Judges - State courts exercise limited jurisdiction within one county. These 

judges hear misdemeanors including traffic violations, issue search and arrest warrants, hold 

preliminary hearings in criminal cases and try civil matters not reserved exclusively for the 

superior courts. State court judges are elected to fouryear terms in county-wide nonpartisan 

elections. Vacancies in state court may be filled by appointment of the Governor.

Municipal Court Judges - Magistrate courts are county courts that issue warrants; hear minor 

criminal offenses and civil claims involving amounts of $15,000 or less. A chief magistrate 

is either elected or appointed in each county as determined by local legislation. Magistrate 

court is the court of first resort for many civil disputes including: county ordinance violations, 

dispossessories, landlord/tenant cases, and bad checks. In criminal matters magistrates hold 

preliminary hearings; issue search warrants to law enforcement and also warrants for the 

arrest of a particular person.

School Boards - School boards derive their power and authority from the state. In 

compliance with state and federal laws, school boards establish policies and regulations by 

which their local schools are governed. Your school board is responsible for: employing the 

superintendent; developing and adopting policies, curriculum, and the budget; overseeing 

facilities issues; and adopting collective bargaining agreements.

County Commissioners - In a county commission form of government, a body of elected 

commissioners enact local ordinances and administer them. They approve budgets, oversee 

spending and hire county employees. The commissioners are responsible to the voters, but 

their duties are defined and controlled by the state constitution and state statutes. Other 

duties that the board of commissioners may be responsible for or oversee include: issuing 

bonds; managing county parks; collecting and disposing of trash; managing pensions for 

county employees; assuring water quality; administering courts and jails; collecting property 

and sales taxes. 
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